
The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion is being built 
at Atisha Centre near Bendigo. It will be the same size 
and design as the Great Stupa of Gyantse that was built 
in Tibet in the 15th century. The Great Stupa of Universal 
Compassion will be a symbol of peace in the world. It 
will also be a place of pilgrimage for Buddhists of all 
traditions. Located next to the Stupa are Atisha Centre 
and Thubten Shedrup Ling Monastery.

The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion
Office: 43 View Street Bendigo VIC 3550 Australia
Phone (+613) 5442 3200  Fax (+613) 5444 2422
E-mail info@stupa.org.au

The Great Stupa is a member of the Foundation for the 
Preservation of the Mahayana Tradition.

You are welcome to visit us, the Exhibition Centre 
is open weekends and public holidays only except 
Christmas day.
• �From Melbourne take Tullamarine Freeway and then 

Calder Highway. Follow signs to Bendigo. 
• �In Bendigo, drive to the fountain at the centre of 

the city and turn left (West) and follow the signs to 
“Eaglehawk” / “Loddon Valley Highway” / “Kerang”. 

• �In Eaglehawk veer left at Town Hall (stay on major 
road) and travel approx. 3 km to Allies Hotel, turn left 
and travel approx. 3 km to Sandhurst Town Road, then 
follow signs to Atisha Centre and The Great Stupa 
Exhibition Centre.
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“This Stupa will be very significant for Buddhist spirituality and Tibetan culture.”
His Holiness the Dalai Lama

Chorten is the magazine of
The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion

Jade Buddha for 
Universal Peace Complete

Off-cuts from the carving of the Jade Buddha for Universal 
Peace are now available in a range of pendants that have 
been etched with images of the Buddha and the mantra 
“Om Mani Padme Hum”.  Visit www.jadebuddha.org.au for 
on line orders.

the Great Stupa of Universal Compassion

The carving of the Jade Buddha is complete and it is 
clear that this is one of the largest and most magnificent 
Buddhas ever carved from gemstone-quality true jade. 
Jonathon Partridge, the artistic director of the Jade Buddha 
said “The statue is very impressive...it is so beautiful.” 
The Buddha, including lotus and throne is over 3.5 
metres (11.4 feet) tall. Lama Zopa Rinpoche has said “It 
will illuminate the world and bring inconceivable peace 
and happiness and help prevent the destruction that is 
happening so much in the world, including war.”

Plans are now being finalised to take the Jade Buddha for 
Universal Peace on a world tour. If you would like the 
Jade Buddha to come to your city please contact the Jade 
Buddha Tour Coordinator, Serene Loy at
serene@stupa.org.au

New range of Jade memento 
items available

Jade Buddha carving benefactors complete

All together 140 carving benefactors were found to sponsor the Jade Buddha for Universal Peace. These names will 
be carved on the rear of the throne of the statue. Shown below is an impression of how the final list of names will 
appear on the throne of the statue.

Jonathon Partridge, sculptor and artistic director of the Jade Buddha, 
makes final changes to the Jade Buddha.

Please consider receiving your Chorten newsletter by 
email to help us reduce overhead costs and save precious 
trees. Send your Name, the Postal Address we have for 
you and Email Address to info@stupa.org.au.

New relic cases
Thanks to the generosity of 8 special benefactors we 
raised $6000 to purchase 10 new display cases for the 
Great Stupa Holy Relic tours. These cases are made 
to museum standards and were supplied at a heavily 
discounted price by Doug at Click Systems, Geelong. At 
last we have display cases that are able to beautifully and 
securely display our sacred relics.

14th HHDL & ALL BEINGS 
A.D. & I. VICKERY-HOWE 
ALAN SHARPE AND FAMILY 
ALANKSZJ HANLEY FAMILY 
ALICE CHUA MUI HIANG 
ALL BEINGS&XANHCHI&GD 
ALLISON,CASSIE& KIRSTY 
ALOIS GEIGER 
ANG SIEW HOON 
ANIL & ZARNA SOMAIA 
AUDREY&CHANEL QUACHYAN 
BENEDICT JOHN 
BENG CHOO GREEN 
BENNET TOH/PAMELA KUAN 
BOB BEVERIDGE & FAMILY 
BOB GOULD 
BRUCE & JOSEPHINE HUNT 
C.K.HENG & P.Y. LOH 
CARYN CLARKE & FAMILY 
CECILIA TSONG 
CHAN GUAN CHUAN 
CHEE AIK, HONG & HOCK 
CHENG FOOK KIN &FAMILY 
CHEONG S.H. & FAMILY 
CHI MING LEE & FAMILY 
CHRIS DAW AND HIS FAMILY 
CHUA GEK CHOO 
CHUA GEK KEE 

CHUA LINH SON 
CHUA SAWPHAIK & FAMILY 
CHUA SEAH JOO & FAMILY 
DEWACHEN STUDY GROUP 
DOUGLAS PHILLIP MILLS 
ELVIRA KURTI & TRISTAN 
EMILY DAISY MAY MILLS 
ESTHER WON YEAN CHAN 
FAMILY OOSTHUIZEN 
FAMILY'S LUU TUONG KY 
FIONAMURPHY&CRAIGONEIL 
FLORENCE CHEW & FAMILY 
FLORENCE/EUGENE&DON YEW 
FOO SAY JONG & FAMILY 
GABRIELLE FRANCIS 
GDQUANGDAOCHANHIENDUNG 
GESHE KONCHOK TSERING 
HAYAGRIVA CENTRE PERTH 
HELEN RITCHIE-ROBINS 
IANJUDY GREEN & FAMILY 
J.A.ROBERTSON B.ASHEN 
JAMIE & STEPHEN GIBSON 
JOHN & AURORA LOUTIT 
JON BREUKEL & FAMILY 
JOSEPHINECHOOIHONGGOH 
JULIE RICHMOND 
KAH-YEOW CHONG 
KATHERINE KEELEY 

KHO SOCK KWANG &FAMILY 
KI ARYA PRAVIRA PANDJI 
KIEW ZAN LI & FAMILY 
KWOK YOKE HAR & FAMILY 
L.HORDERN & N.REDMOND 
LAI HING WONG-CHONG 
LAMVANTRANCHU HUYNHLAM 
LANGRI TANGPA FAMILY 
LE T.XUAN THUY& FAMILY 
LEE SOO CHENG & FAMILY 
LEE SOON HUAT & FAMILY 
LIEUPHU-HARMONYVILLAGE 
LIEW & LOOI FAMILY 
LIM KAH BOON & FAMILY 
LIM LEE NGUAN & FAMILY 
LIM MENG KEEN & FAMILY 
LIM SEE SENG & FAMILY 
LOTUS LADY LIEN QUACH 
LOW AH CHIANG & FAMILY 
LOW KWAI WAN 
LUISA VON GEIGER 
MARJ & HAROLD EISEMANN 
MARY AND PETER BEH 
MASTER CHOA KOK SUI 
MICHAELMAUREENTRANPHAN 
MIN LI CHONG 
MR & MRS CHAN YEW MUN 
MR & MRS LOKE SIN NAM 

MR&MRS LIM CHOON KHOON 
NATALIE PLAYFORD 
NG GEK TIANG & FAMILY 
NG SWEE KIM & FAMILY 
NGGOONPOR & CHINBEEYAN 
NGUYEN LE DUONG&FAMILY 
OANH VOVAN 
ONG TEONG KENG 
OON BOON KEONG 
PAUL & JOANNE DOHERTY 
PEK BENG TIT & FAMILY 
PETER CHARLES VASSALLO 
PHIL & TANIA 
PHIL&KATHY RICE&FAMILY 
QUACH V THUONG &FAMILY 
RD & MM HOAR & FAMILY 
ROBERT OGDON 
SAN BAU DI TZI 
SEET WING HOCK &FAMILY 
SHIRLEY SAU YUK CHENG 
SIEW DOLAN 
SIEW PENG CHEN 
SIM AH BENG & FAMILY 
SIMONE DE BELVAL 
SOGYAL RINPOCHE 
SOON TO BE EMPTY CLOUD 
SUET-FONG CHONG 
SUSIE,LORETTA,WAN CHAI 

TAN HOCK HWA & FAMILY 
TAN SOON HOCK 
TAN SU LING 
TAN TOCK PENG & FAMILY 
TASHI CHOLING & ALL 
TENZIN CHODRON 
TEO KHIN PENG & FAMILY 
THE QUACH-YAN FAMILY 
TOI YEONG KUI & FAMILY 
TOK-LIM SONG HUAY 
TOM CASTLES & FAMILY 
TONY AND ALISON STEEL 
TRAN HOAI PHONG&FAMILY 
TRANDOANQUACHHUYNHBACH 
TU QUOI AND THE FAMILY 
TUTRONGSONHUONG LYHONG 
TZEMING SINTHO TZEYI 
VEN. CHI KWANG SUNIM 
VEN. THUBTEN GYATSO 
VO T.BEP&FAMILY & ALL 
WENDY COOK NICK RIBUSH 
WONG MOON HING 
YAN-FATT CHONG 
YAP BOO CHONG & FAMILY 
YAP TECK HUA & FAMILY 
YIHONG/YVONNE & FAMILY 
YU LAI CHUAN & FAMILY 
ZDENKA GEIGER 
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Relic tour of Melbourne 
October 11 to 19

Next construction phase for 
Great Stupa planned for 2009

The long awaited return of The Great Stupa Holy Relics 
to Melbourne will occur from October 11 to 19 at Quang 
Duc Temple, 105 Lynch Road, Fawkner. It will be open 
daily and entry is free. The relic tour will commence with 
a magnificent multi-tradition ceremony on the morning 
of Saturday October 11. All are most welcome to attend. 
For details visit www.stupa.org.au or
www.quangduc.com

The next stage for the construction of the Great Stupa is 
planned for 2009. This phase will involve two more floors 
of steel framework with beams across the top to tie the 
structure together. Once this construction is complete our 
objective will be to fill in the walls so that we make the 
Gompa a useable space. 

Estimated cost of the next phase is around $500,000. We 
have access to some funds but need to raise a further 
$300,000 before work can commence. If you would like to 
donate to the construction costs please contact Ian Green 
at the Great Stupa office.

Venerable Thich Nguyen Tang of Quang Duc Temple discusses the 
Melbourne Relic Tour with Judy and Ian Green.

Great Stupa Holy Relic Tours of Perth and Adelaide

This year we have had two highly successful relic tours of Perth and Adelaide. The tour of Perth, at Hayagriva Institute 
from March 14 to 24 proved to be a celebration of harmony amongst the local Buddhist traditions. Representitives of 
several temples and traditions joined in the program. The visit to Perth included a one day relic tour to Hospice of 
Mother Tara in Bunbury. We offer our sincere thanks to John Waite, the executive committee of Hayagriva, Venerable 
Dondrup, Venerable Chodron, Ven Ngawang Jampa, Natasha Tang, Mr Le Tan Kiet, Victor Ngu, Sau Chee, Ah K, Swee 
Lin, Fong, Pauline, Geoff, Gaik, Tram, Kim, Vu Binh Phan, Julie Halse, Glenda Lee, and many more who we have left 
unnamed.  

The Adelaide tour was at Phap Hoa Temple from April 19 to 27. Judy, Ian and Bang felt that this tour had a special 
feeling of harmony. Our special thanks to Most Venerable Thich Nhu Hue, Abbot Ven. Thich Vien Tri, monks and 
nuns of Phap Hoa and our many other new friends including Lan, Thoa, Kim and Minh. A special thanks to Mai Tuyet 
Anh who attended both the Perth and Adelaide tours to offer her translation skills. And of course we cannot forget Mr 
Bang who is our very popular key person at the relic tours.

Jade Buddha fundraising in 
Sydney

The occasion of His Holiness’ visit to Sydney saw some 
great fundraising efforts by our supporters. Around 
200 people attended a dinner at Maxim’s in Bankstown 
and the Great Stupa / Jade Buddha stand at the Stages of 
Meditation teaching was open every day. A big thank you 
to Jon Breukel, Brian Ashen, Jill Lancashire, Tracy Mann 
(MC), Benita Collins (slave to MC), Tony Steel, Bang, 
Phuong, the team from Perth and many others for their 
great support.

Jade Buddha Tour
Coordinator appointed

Serene Loy, a Singaporean 
Australian who lives 
in Brisbane has been 
appointed as our Jade 
Buddha Tour Coordinator. 

Serene was selected for her 
resourcefulness and high 
levels of initiative as well 
as her excellent personal 
and communication skills. 
Lama Zopa Rinpoche also 
confirmed that Serene was    

the right person for the job.  
Serene’s responsibilities will be many and varied including 
organising international transportation of the Jade 
Buddha and arranging major Jade Buddha exhibitions in 
Asia and Australia. Plans are being put in place for the 
tour to begin in Singapore and Malaysia from October 
2008.

Venerable Khedup looks on as Geshe Tashi Tsering, Geshe Dawa and 
Lab Rinpoche bless jade items for auction.

Serene Loy

Jetsunma Tenzin Palmo was an honoured guest at the Adelaide Holy Relics 
Tour.

Venerable Thubten Chodron at the final relic blessing ceremony at 
Hayagriva, Perth.

Venerable Ngawang Jampa blesses one of her cats at the 
Perth Relics Tour.

The Most Venerable Thich Nhu Hue gives Relic Blessing 
at Phap Hoa, Adelaide.


